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INTRODUCTION

Shalom!

Two thousand years ago, on a cool spring evening, Jerusalem bore witness
to a great crowd standing outside the eastern gate, casting palm branches
and  garments  before  a  man  riding  a  humble  donkey as  they  cried  out,
“Hoshi’ana, l’Ben David!” (Save us now, to the Son of David!)  Little did
they know that just four days later, just as the Passover lambs would be
sacrificed in the Temple, this man, Yeshua (Jesus) of Nazareth, would be
breathing His last on a wooden cross, offering up a far greater sacrifice
than any priest had ever offered since the dawn of time.

In-between  the  Triumphal  Entry  and  the  Triumphal  Victory  on  the
cross,  Yeshua  gathered  together  His  nearest  and  dearest  disciples  and
friends for a final quiet Passover Seder in a rented upper room.  Tonight we
journey backwards two thousand years to that upper room to celebrate as
our Master celebrated, seeing in the symbols of the Passover not only the
Exodus from bondage in Egypt, but also the Exodus from bondage to our
sin.  Whether we are born Jewish or grafted in to the olive tree of Israel by
the  grace  of  Yeshua,  both  stories  are  our  stories,  our  history,  and  our
heritage.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Mike Bugg
Congregation Beth HaMashiach (House of the Messiah)
michael.bugg@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION

This Passover Haggadah (“Telling”) was prepared specifically to introduce
Christians interested in the Passover Seder and its relationship to Yeshua
the Messiah's Last Supper. It by no means is meant to be taken as even a
token summary of the many halakhot  (laws) surrounding this sacred time
of year. As such, I hope that Jewish believers, even if they have lived as
Christians with little or no contact with their people, will take this time of
year as an opportunity to reconnect with these over three thousand year-old
traditions.  There are a variety of resources available that will go into far
more detail on the commandments and traditional laws, such as Orthodox
Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin's To Be a Jew: A Guide to Jewish Observance
in Contemporary Life.

For  my  Sunday  brethren  from  a  Gentile  background,  welcome.
While this booklet does contain some explanations of both Torah law and
Jewish tradition, our hope is not that you will come “under the law,” so to
speak, but that this wonderful celebration that Yeshua and His disciples all
celebrated yearly will be an edifying, educational, and spiritual experience
for you to share with us.

Transliteration Note: When reading the transliterated Hebrew, both “ch”
and “kh” should be pronounced like  the “ch” in  Bach,  not  the  “ch” in
charge.

PREPARATION

Passover is a very special time of year for every Jew, whether traditional or
Messianic, and should be equally special for every Christian.  Jews  often
prepare for Passover for weeks in advance, taking great care to remove all
leavened bread and leavening agents from their possession, as explained
below. Though without the Temple, there is no longer a true sacrifice of a
lamb associated with Passover, it still  retains much of the formality and
sanctity  that  it  held  when the Temple  stood.  Both  the  elements  of  the
Seder and the food for the meal are chosen  well in advance, to ensure that
the very best of both can be served. 

Those wishing to prepare a Seder will need the following materials:
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• A candle or oil lamp, feather, wooden spoon, and a cloth, if one is
cleansing the house of leaven in the traditional manner (see below).

• A cup and basin for washing the hands.
• Plates, utensils, and wine cups for each participant, plus an extra

setting at the head of the table for Elijah.
• Enough wine or grape juice for each participant to have at least

four cups. Jewish participants should be careful to use kosher for
Passover wine.

• Enough matzah (Jewish unleavened bread) to provide at least one
or  two pieces per  person.  As with the wine,  Jewish participants
should be careful to use kosher for Passover matzah.

• Sprigs of parsley and leaves of lettuce
• Horseradish root or strong horseradish sauce
• One egg roasted over a flame for every four people. One can also

hard boil an egg in strong tea to give it a roasted color.
• The shank bone of a lamb. Jewish participants should obtain theirs

from a kosher butcher.
• A cup of salt water.
• A cloth bag large enough to hold three pieces of matzah together. A

three-pocket matzah tash (matzah bag) is preferable if possible.
• Haroset, made with the following: 6 peeled and cored apples, 1 cup

finely chopped walnuts (an additional apple may be used if one has
a  nut  allergy),  ½  teaspoon  ground  cinnamon,  1  teaspoon  white
sugar, 3 ½ teaspoons of honey, and 1/3 cup of sweet wine or grape
juice. Grind the ingredients in a food processor, but be careful not
to liquify.

• And  finally,  the  meal.  Fish  and  chicken  are  traditional  dishes,
though some Sephardi Jews do have lamb. No part of the meal may
have any leaven in  it  at  all,  so  it  is  best  to  use  fresh fruits  and
vegetables  rather  than  canned  and  boxed  food.  As  always,  we
strongly urge Jewish participants, even if they have not been in the
habit of keeping  kashrut  (the laws of kosher), to make the extra
effort to have a fully kosher meal at this sacred time.
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ORDER OF THE SEDER

Name Meaning

KADDESH Kiddush (1st cup of Wine)

URECHATZ Wash hands, before eating Karpas

THE SEDER PLATE Explain the elements on the Seder plate

YACHATZ Break the middle matzah - hide the Afikoman

MAGGID The telling of the story of Passover (2nd cup of Wine)

RACHTZAH Wash hands before the meal

MOTZI Blessing for "Who brings forth", over matzah

MATZAH Blessing over matzah

MAROR Blessing for the eating of bitter herbs

KORECH Eat matzah with bitter herbs & charoset

SHULCHAN ORECH Passover Dinner

TZAFUN Eat the Afikomen

ELIJAH Looking for Elijah

BARECH Blessings after the meal (3rd and 4thcups of Wine)

HALLEL Recite the Hallel, Psalm of praise

NIRTZAH Next year in Jerusalem - conclusion of the Seder
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KADDESH 

READER: "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on
this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day
as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come." (Exodus 12:17) 

READER: “And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to
them, saying, ‘This is My body given for you; do this in remembrance of
Me.’" (Luke 22:19) 

LEADER:  Tonight  we  are  gathered  together  to  celebrate  two  great
deliverances:  The deliverance from slavery to Egypt through the agency of
Moses,  and  the  deliverance  from slavery  to  sin  and  the  world  through
Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus Christ).  

The Torah teaches us that on Passover, every Jew is to regard himself as if
he personally were being delivered from Egypt.  

READER: “You shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘It is because of that
which the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’” (Exo. 13:8)

LEADER:  Likewise, the New Covenant Scriptures tell us that we are to
regard the bread and the cup of this meal as the very body and blood of our
LORD, as if we personally sat with Him at the Last Supper.  

READER: “Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks the Lord’s cup in a
way unworthy of the Lord will be guilty of the body and the blood of the
Lord.  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread, and
drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy way eats and
drinks judgment to himself, if he doesn’t discern the Lord’s body” (1Co.
11:27-29).  

LEADER: Before the Passover begins, Scripture commands us to cleanse
the leaven,  or yeast,  from our homes,  just  as before Yeshua’s Passover
began, John the Immerser called for Israel to repent and cleanse the sin
from our spiritual houses.  

6



READER:  “Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast
leavens the whole lump? Purge out the old yeast, that you may be a new
lump,  even  as  you  are  unleavened.  For  indeed  Messiah,  our  Passover
[Lamb], has been sacrificed in our place.  Therefore let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1Co. 5:6-8)

LEADER:  Traditionally,  after  the
woman  of  the  house  cleanses  out
most of the leavened bread, but she
always leaves a few crumbs hidden
away.   Then  the  husband  and  the
children go through the house with a
candle,  a  feather,  and  a  wooden
spoon.  When they find the crumbs,
they do not touch it, but lift it with the feather onto the spoon.  When they
are finished, the crumbs on the spoon are wrapped in a white cloth and
tossed into the fire to be burned.

We who know Yeshua to be the Messiah see him in the symbolism:  

• The candle represents the Word of God by which we discern the sin
in our lives, for “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my
path” (Psa. 119:105).

• The feather represents the Holy Spirit, who gives us the power to
depart from sin, for “the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as
a dove” (Luke 3:22).

• The wooden spoon represents the wooden cross on which Yeshua
bore our sins, “wiping out the handwriting in ordinances which was
against  us;  and He has taken it  out of the way,  nailing it  to the
cross” (Col. 2:14).

• Finally,  we wrap the crumbs of leavened bread in a cloth like a
burial shroud, “For the death that [Yeshua] died, He died to sin one
time” (Rom. 6:10).

Let us therefore begin with a prayer of repentance to remove the leaven of
sin before we continue.
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(Leader says a Prayer -- not scripted) 

Lighting the Candles

LEADER: Light is a symbol of God's presence. Lighting candles during
holidays and on Shabbat remind us that our Messiah is “the true light that
enlightens  everyone”  (John  1:9).  It  is  also  written  in  Genesis  that  the
offspring  of  a  woman  would  crush  the  serpent's  head.  "And I  will  put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel." (Genesis 3:15) It is
through a woman that our salvation would come, our hope, our light, for it
is by the seed of a woman that Yeshua was born. Let us kindle the festival
lights. 

WOMAN: Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam asher kidshanu
B'mitzvotav v’tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel yom tov. 

Blessed  are  you,  O  LORD our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  Who  has
sanctified us by Your commandments, and has commanded us to kindle the
Festival lights. 

ALL: Amen. 

Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam  asher  shehecheyanu
v'kiyimonu v'higianu lazman hazey. 

Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who has kept us
in life and has preserved us, and has enabled us to reach this season. 

ALL: Amen. 

LEADER: The Seder plate has many items that we will use to experience
the Passover using our senses. We will now begin reading the Haggadah,
which means "the telling."
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READER: Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you will see what I will do
to Pharaoh: Because of My mighty hand he will let them go; because of
My mighty hand he will drive them out of his country." (Exodus 6:1) 

LEADER:  We will begin by remembering the four “I wills” that the Holy
One promised Moses.

ALL: " Therefore tell the children of Israel, ‘I am the  LORD, and I will
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you
out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm, and
with great judgments: and I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be
to you a God; and you shall  know that  I  am the  LORD your  God, who
brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians." (Exodus 6:6-7) 

LEADER: During the Passover Seder we will drink four glasses of wine:
The Cup of Sanctification, the Cup of Plagues, The Cup of Redemption
and the Cup of Praise.  Each of these cups corresponds to one of the “I
wills.”  We will say the traditional Jewish prayer before drinking each cup.

READER: “When the hour had come, [Yeshua] sat down with the twelve
emissaries. He said to them, ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer,  for I tell you, I will no longer by any means eat of
it until it is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.’” (Luke 22:14-16)

LEADER: The first cup is called the Cup of Sanctification, corresponding
to the promise, “I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a
God.”  To be sanctified means to be set  apart  for the Holy One, to be
distinct  and different from the world, just  as our Messiah was set  apart
from the world from birth.  When the Bible speaks of the saints, it refers to
those who have been sanctified, set apart, the Spirit fulfilling in them the
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command, “You shall be holy as I am holy” (1Pt. 1:16).  May we all be
sanctified through the blood of the Lamb,  Yeshua, and the work of the
Spirit.

Please fill your cup. Let us lift our cups, the Cup of Sanctification,  and
bless the LORD for His abundant giving. 

ALL: Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam, borey p’ri hagafen. 

Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who creates the
fruit of the vine. 

(Drink the first cup of wine.) 

URECHATZ

READER: (Psalm 24:1-6) 

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 

       the world, and all who live in it;
for He founded it upon the seas
       and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?
       Who may stand in His holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
       who does not lift up his soul to an idol
       or swear by what is false.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
       and vindication from God his Savior.
Such is the generation of those who seek Him,
       who seek Your face, O God of Jacob. 

LEADER: It is traditional to ritually wash one’s hands before the Passover
Seder. As we wash, we are reminded to renew our commitment to God to
have "clean hands and a clean heart,” to be blameless both in deed and in
thought.
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(Leader washes hand symbolically for the group, splashing the left hand
three times, then the right three times.  He then raises his hands so that the
water drips down before reciting the blessing.) 

ALL:  Barukh  atah  Adonai,  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam,  asher  kidshanu
B'mitzvotav v'tzivanu ahl natielat yadayim. 

Blessed  are  you,  O  LORD our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  who  has
sanctified us by your commandments, and has commanded us to lift up our
hands. 

READER:  (John 13:3-10)

Yeshua, knowing that the Father had given all things into
His hands, and that He came forth from God, and was going
to  God,  arose  from  supper,  and  laid  aside  His  outer
garments. He took a towel, and wrapped a towel around His
waist.

Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the
disciples’  feet,  and to wipe them with the towel that  was
wrapped around Him.  Then He came to Simon Peter. He
said to him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?”

Yeshua answered him, “You don’t know what I am doing
now, but you will understand later.”

Peter said to Him, “You will never wash my feet!”

Yeshua answered him, “If I don’t wash you, you have no
part with Me.”

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head!”
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Yeshua said to him, “Someone who has bathed only needs
to have his feet washed, but is completely clean. You are
clean, but not all of you.” 

LEADER:  In the Temple service, the priests had to continually wash their
hands and their feet lest they become unclean in the Holy One’s presence
and die (Exo. 30:19-21).  Just as they, though they performed the service of
God, needed to continually wash, so we too must be continually washed by
our Messiah—who took the form of the lowliest servant (Php. 2:7)—lest
the dirt of this world cling to us.

THE SEDER PLATE

Karpas (Parsley)

READER:  “And the children of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and
they cried, and their cry came up to God because of the bondage.  God
heard their  groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob.  God saw the children of Israel, and God was
concerned about them.” (Exodus 2:23b-25) 

LEADER:  We will  take  the  parsley,  called
karpas, and we will dip it into the salt water.
We do this to symbolize the tears and pain of
the Israelites. After the following prayer, take
the parsley and dip it into the salt water twice.
This symbolizes that the LORD heard our cry,
first opening the salty red sea before us, then
closing it  behind us,  drowning Pharaoh and
all of his men.

READER: “[Yeshua], in the days of His flesh, having offered up prayers
and petitions with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save
Him from death, and having been heard for His godly fear, though He was
a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which He suffered. (Heb. 5:7-8)
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ALL:  Barukh  atah  Adonai,  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam,  borey  p’ri
ha'adamah.

Blesssed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who creates the
fruit of the earth. 

(Dip the parsley in the salt water twice, then eat it.) 

Zroah – Lamb Shank Bone

LEADER: We honor God in remembering
that  He  passed  over  the  houses  of  the
children of Israel in Egypt when He struck
the Egyptians. (Lifting the shank bone of a
lamb)  The shank bone reminds  us  of  the
lamb whose blood marked the doors of the
Israelites. 

READER: Speak to all the congregation of
Israel,  saying,  ‘On  the  tenth  day  of  this
month, they shall take to them every man a
lamb, according to their fathers’ houses, a
lamb for a household; and if the household is too little for a lamb, then he
and his neighbor next to his house shall take one according to the number
of the souls; according to what everyone can eat you shall make your count
for the lamb.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You
shall take it from the sheep, or from the goats: and you shall keep it until
the  fourteenth  day of  the  same  month;  and  the  whole  assembly  of  the
congregation of Israel shall kill it at evening. (Exo. 12:3-6)

LEADER:  The Hebrew word for “you shall  keep it” also means,  “you
shall  examine it.”   For  four  days  the lamb lived  in  the house with the
family where it could be thoroughly examined for any spot or defect.  In
the same way, on the 10th day of the month, Yeshua, the Lamb of God,
entered Jerusalem to great fanfare on the back of a donkey.  He then went
into His Father’s House, the Temple, where He was examined for four days
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by  the  priests,  elders,  and  scribes,  who  searched  Him  for  any  spot  or
blemish of sin.

On  twilight  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month,  the  Israelites  were
commanded to slaughter the lamb and put the blood on the sides and tops
of the doorframes of their homes.  God gave His people instructions that
only through faith realized in obedience would they be spared from the
angel of death. 

Isaiah told of the coming Messiah, that He would be led like a lamb to the
slaughter (Isa. 53). We know that Yeshua was our final blood atonement so
that we would be freed from the bondage of sin and we would be passed
over from death. 

READER: "Worthy is  the  Lamb,  who was slain,  to  receive  power  and
wealth  and  wisdom  and  strength  and  honor  and  glory  and  praise!"
(Revelation 5:12) 

LEADER:  The shank bone has another name:  The Zroah, which means
“outstretched arm,” reminding us of the promise, “I will redeem you with
an outstretched arm,  and with great  judgments”  (Exo.  6:6).    We were
redeemed with an outstretched arm from Egypt,  but we were redeemed
with  two  outstretched  arms  from  our
bondage to sin! 

READER:  The  Israelites  were  saved  by
God  and  not  an  angel  or  seraph  or  any
other messenger. For it is written: "On that
same night I will pass through Egypt and
strike down every firstborn--both men and
animals--and I will bring judgment on all
the  gods  of  Egypt.  I  am  the  LORD!"
(Exodus 12:12) 

LEADER: I shall pass through the land of
Egypt 
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ALL: "I" -- not "an angel" 

LEADER: I shall strike down every first-born. 

ALL: "I" -- not "a seraph" 

LEADER: I shall destroy all the Egyptian gods. 

ALL: "I" -- not "a messenger" 

ALL: I am the LORD, I am the One God, and there is none besides Me. 

Matzah – Unleavened Bread

LEADER:  (Lifting the other half of the
Middle  Matzah):  Why  do  we  eat  this
unleavened  bread?  The  dough  did  not
have  time  to  rise  before  God  revealed
Himself to them and redeem them. As it is
written:  “With  the  dough  they  had
brought from Egypt, they baked cakes of
unleavened bread. The dough was without
yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to
prepare food for themselves.” (Exodus 12:39) 

To wait for the dough to rise would have meant to linger in Egypt after
being set free.  In this way, leaven becomes a symbol of sin, for what is sin
for  us  if  not  to  remain  in  the  ways  of  the  world  after  we  have  been
redeemed?  The rabbis also teach that leaven is like sin in that it first puffs
up the bread and then causes it to quickly decay, while unleavened bread
remains eatable for many years.  In the same way, without sin we would be
immortal,  but when “a little leaven leavens the whole loaf,” we become
puffed up and proud, and then decay and die.

When matzah is cooked, it must be pierced so that it does not bubble up
from the griddle.  The cooking process makes it appear striped and bruised.
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READER: “But he was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for
our iniquities. The punishment that brought our peace was on him; and by
his wounds we are healed.” (Isa. 53:5)

Maror – Bitter Herbs

LEADER: (Lifting the Bitter Herb): Why do we eat bitter herbs? We eat
bitter herb because of the hardship that the Israelites had to bear. As it is
written: They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar
and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians
used them ruthlessly. (Exodus 1:14) 

Haroset – A Sweet Mixture

LEADER: Next to the bitter herbs we also have haroset, a sweet mixture of
apples, nuts, wine or juice, honey, and cinnamon.  It is the color of the
mortar of the bricks that we made in Egypt, but is sweet to remind us that
even in the bitterest labor, we remember the sweetness of God’s promises
of redemption and freedom.

Beitzah – The Roasted Egg

LEADER: (Lifting the egg) The egg has also
been added to the Seder.  It  is  called  kha-hi-
hah,  a  name  signifying  the  special  holiday
offering.  The  egg  was  added  during  the
Babylonian  period  as  a  substitution  for  the
lamb in the days without a Temple service.  As
a symbol of new life, we have it here today as
a reminder not only of our Lamb slain for our redemption, but also of the
Resurrection.  “For if we have become united with him in the likeness of
his death, we will also be part of his resurrection” (Rom. 6:5). 
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YACHATZ 

READER: So the people took their dough
before the yeast was added, and carried it
on  their  shoulders  in  kneading  troughs
wrapped in clothing. (Exodus 12:34) 

LEADER:  (Take  three  matzohs  and  put
them  in  the  matzoh  pouch,  one  per
section.)

Take your matzah pouch and three slices of matzah and put one matzah in
each section. In a moment we will break the middle one.

Many different explanations are offered as to why we do this and what it
represents. One is that the three matzahs represent the patriarchs: Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. However, why would we break the matzah representing
Isaac? Abraham offered his son Isaac at the Akedat Yitzchak,  the Binding
of Isaac (Gen. 22), but Isaac was not broken.

Another explanation offered is that the three matzahs represent God, Israel
and the Jewish people. Again, why break the matzah representing Israel
and that one only?

The broken piece is also called "the bread of affliction" (Deu. 16:3). Yet
another explanation offered is that slaves could not be sure where their next
meal was coming from and so they might hide some away just in case.

There is another answer:

READER:  Yeshua came to them and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go, and make disciples of all
nations, immersing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I commanded you.
Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Mat. 28:18-20)

ALL: Amen.
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(Remove and break the middle matzah in two relatively equal pieces.)

LEADER: We now break the middle piece, the bread of affliction. We will
eat one half and the other half is called the afikomen, the meaning of which
I will explain later.

(Wrap the afikomen in a cloth or napkin.)

LEADER: I will hide the afikomen and later the children can try to find it
to return it for a reward. 

(Hide the wrapped afikomen, but don't make it too difficult to find. If the
children can't find it later, the Seder can't continue. Put the other half back
in the middle section of the pouch.) 

ALL: In haste we went out of Egypt. 

MAGGID 

READER: Hear, Israel: the LORD is our God; the LORD is one: and you 
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your might. These words, which I command you this day, shall
be on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them 
for a sign on your hand, and they shall be for symbols between your eyes. 
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You shall write them on the door posts of your house, and on your gates. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

READER: When your son asks you in time to come, saying, “What do the
testimonies, the statutes, and the ordinances, which the LORD our God has
commanded you mean?” then you shall tell your son, “We were Pharaoh’s
bondservants  in  Egypt:  and  the  LORD brought  us  out  of  Egypt  with  a
mighty hand; and the LORD showed great and awesome signs and wonders
on  Egypt,  on  Pharaoh,  and  on  all  his  house,  before  our  eyes;  and  He
brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land
which He swore to our fathers. The  LORD commanded us to do all these
statutes,  to fear the  LORD our God, for our good always,  that He might
preserve us alive,  as at  this  day.   It  shall  be righteousness to us,  if  we
observe to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as He has
commanded us.” (Deuteronomy 6:20-25) 

READER: It will happen, when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean
by  this  service?’  that  you  shall  say,  ‘It  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  LORD’s
Passover, Who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when He struck the Egyptians, and spared our houses.’” (Exodus 12:26-27)

YOUNG CHILD: (Rising to ask the four questions) 

Ma nishtanah h’lailah hazeh mikol haleylot! 

• Shebekhol haleylot anu okhlin khameytz u’matzah. Halailah hazeh
kulo matzah.  

• She’bekhol  haleylot  anu  okhlin  she'ar  yerakot.  Halailah  hazeh
aror. 

• She’bekhol ha’leylot eyn anu matbilin afilu pa'am ekhet. Halailah
hazeh shtey f'amin. 

• She’bekhol  ha’leylot  anu  okhlin  beyn  yoshevin  u’veyn  mesubin.
Ha’lailah hazeh kulanu mesubin. 

19



How different this night is from all other nights! 

• On all other nights we eat bread or matzah. On this night why do
we eat only matzah?  

• On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables. On this night why
do we eat only bitter herbs? 

• On all other nights we do not dip our vegetables even once. On this
night why do we dip them twice? (This refers to dipping the parsley
twice in salt water before eating it.) 

• On all other nights we eat our meals sitting or reclining. On this
night why do we eat only reclining? 

LEADER: Tonight is different from all  other nights because tonight we
will remember what God has done for his people.  We will now tell  the
story of Passover. 

READER  #1:  The  Israelites  were  already  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  They
became fertile and multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the land
was filled with them. A new king arose over Egypt,  who did not know
Joseph, and imposed great  labor and hardship on the Israelites.  But  the
more the Israelites were oppressed, the more they increased and spread out.
The king then ordered that all newborn baby boys be killed. The Pharaoh
charged all his people, saying "every boy that is born you shall throw into
the Nile, but let every girl live." 

READER #2: A Levite woman conceived and bore a son and hid him for
three months. After that time, she prepared a wicker basket and laid the
child in the basket and placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile.
The daughter  of  Pharaoh came down to bathe in  the Nile  and saw the
basket  among  the  reeds  and  had  her  slave  girl  fetch  the  basket.  The
Pharaoh's daughter took pity on the child and made him her own son. She
named him Moses, explaining, "I drew him out of water." 
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READER  #3:  Moses  grew  and  had  learned  of  his  heritage.  After
witnessing an Egyptian beating an Israelite, he struck down the Egyptian
and hid him in the sand. When Pharaoh learned of the matter, he sought to
kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh. He arrived in the land of Midian,
where he married his wife, Zipporah. 

READER #4: A long time had gone by and the king of Egypt died. The
Israelites were groaning under bondage and cried out to God. God heard
their cries. God appeared to Moses in a burning bush telling him that He
would use Moses to lead His people out of Egypt into a land "flowing with
milk and honey." So Moses returned to Egypt and Moses took the rod of
God with him. 

READER #5:  Moses  and his  brother  Aaron
went to the Pharaoh to ask for the release of
their  people.  But  the  Pharaoh's  heart  was
hardened against the Israelites and would not
release  them  from  the  bondage  of  slavery.
Each  time  the  Pharaoh  refused  to  let  the
Israelites go, the land of Egypt came under a
great plague. With the tenth and most awful
plague, the heart of Pharaoh would be pierced.

ALL: "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every
firstborn—both men and animals—and I will  bring judgment on all  the
gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. (Exodus 12:12) 

READER: And the blood on the houses where you are staying shall be a
sign for you: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, so that no plague
will destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. (Exodus 12:13) 

READER:  This  day  shall  be  to  you  one  of  remembrance:  you  shall
celebrate  it  as  a  festival  to  the  LORD throughout  the  ages;  you  shall
celebrate  it  as  an  institution  for  all  time.  Seven  days  you  shall  eat
unleavened bread; on the very first day you shall remove leaven from your
houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day to the seventh
day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. You shall celebrate a sacred
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occasion on the first day, and a sacred occasion on the seventh day.  No
work at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to eat, that
alone may be prepared for you. You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, for on this very day I brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt;
you shall observe this day throughout the ages as an institution for all time.
(Exodus 12:14-17) 

LEADER: Let us fill our cups a second time so that we may drink the cup
of plagues together. A full cup is a sign of joy and on this night we are
filled with joy in remembrance of God's mighty deliverance. However, we
must also remember the great sacrifice at which redemption was purchased.
Lives were sacrificed to bring the Israelites out of the bondage of Egypt,
and the most precious life of all was sacrificed to bring us out of our sin.
As we recite each plague, let us dip our little finger into the cup, allowing a
drop of wine to fall, reducing the fullness of our cup of joy this night. 

ALL: • Blood! 
• Frogs! 
• Gnats! 
• Wild Beasts! 
• Disease to Livestock! 
• Boils! 
• Hail! 
• Locusts! 
• Darkness! 
• Death of the Firstborn!

         

INSTRUCTIONS:
(Don't say this) 

Each time, all dip a finger
and let a drop fall in bowl.

Do  not  drink  the  second
cup yet!

LEADER:  Rabban  Gamaliel,  grandson  of  Rabbi  Hillel  and  teacher  of
Rabbi Sha’ul (Paul,  the Apostle),  taught that in recounting the Passover
story  one  must  explain  three  things:  The  Passover  Lamb,  Unleavened
Bread, and the Bitter Herbs. 

Cup of Plagues

LEADER: And now we bless our second cup of wine, the cup
of plagues, remembering not only the curses poured out on
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the Egyptians for our sakes, but also the curse of God’s wrath that poured
out on Yeshua for our sakes.  

READER:  “The Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having
become a curse for us. For it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on
a tree,’ that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through
Messiah Yeshua; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.” (Gal. 3:13-14)

LEADER:  It was the cup of God’s wrath that Yeshua drank for our sakes,
though he prayed earnestly, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
away from Me; nevertheless, not what I desire, but what you desire” (Mat.
26:39).  

ALL: Barukh atah Adonai Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam borey pri hagafen. 

Blesssed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who created the
fruit of the vine. 

(Drink the second cup of wine.) 

RACHTZAH 

LEADER:  Now we will say several blessings over the meal.  I ask that
everyone hold your conversations and focus on lifting your prayers to the
Holy One as we say them.

LEADER:  In Judaism, it is the practice to wash our hands before a meal,
particularly a sacred meal like this one.  

ALL:  Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam  asher  kidshanu
B'mitzvotav v'tzivanu ah'natielat yadayim. 

Blessed  are  you,  O  LORD our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  Who  has
sanctified us with His commandments, and has commanded us to lift up
our hands. 
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(If there are not enough pitchers to go around, the leader washes his hands
ceremonially for the whole group.)

MOTZI 

LEADER: We will  now bless the  LORD for the
matzah as a food. 

(Leader holds the matzah on the seder plate)

ALL:  Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheynu  Melekh
ha'olam hamotzi lekhem min ha'aretz. 

Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who brings forth
bread from the earth. 

(This is the bread blessing Yeshua pronounced at the Last Supper.) 

(Do not eat the Matzah at this time.) 

MATZAH 

LEADER: (Leader holding the top and middle-half pieces of matzah) The
matzah of Passover is not just food, but a fulfillment of a commandment --
let us bless the LORD for giving us this commandment. 

ALL:  Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam  asher  kidshanu
b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu ahelot matzah. 

Blessed  are  You,  O  LORD our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  Who  has
sanctified us with His commandments, and has commanded us concerning
the eating of the matzah. 

(Do not eat the Matzah at this time.) 
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MAROR 

ALL:  Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheynu  Melekh  ha'olam  asher  kidshanu
b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu ahelot Maror. 

Blessed  are  you,  O  LORD our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  Who  has
sanctified us with His commandments, and has commanded us concerning
the eating of the Maror. 

(Everone eat the top Matzah with Maror.) 

KORECH  

READER: This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your
belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it
is the LORD's Passover. (Exodus 12:11) 

ALL: They are to eat the lamb, together with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. (Numbers 9:11b) 

LEADER: About a generation before Yeshua, Rabbi Hillel
made a practice of eating the maror dipped in the charoset
sandwiched between two pieces of matzah with a piece of
the Passover lamb in order to observe the commandment,
“With matzah and maror it shall be eaten” (Exo.
12:8).  

Let us now eat and remember the grace, mercy
and love that God has for each of us, for He sent
Yeshua, our Messiah, to be our Passover Lamb.
We  too,  like  the  Israelites  released  from  the
bondage  of  slavery,  can  be  saved  from  the
bondage of sin. 
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 (Eat the broken half-matzah with maror and charoset.) 

LEADER: The maror serves not only to remind us of the bitterness of our
slavery, but also of the bitterness of betrayal.

READER:   When  the  disciples  asked  which  of  them  was  the  traitor,
“Yeshua therefore answered, ‘It is he to whom I will give this piece of
bread when I have dipped it.’ So when He had dipped the piece of bread,
He gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. After the piece of bread,
then Satan entered into him.  Then Yeshua said to him, ‘What you do, do
quickly.’” (John 13:26-27)

LEADER:  But we must also remember that Yeshua our Messiah was not
killed because of Judas.  He was sacrificed and slain for our sakes. 

READER:  Yeshua said,  “Therefore the Father loves Me, because I lay
down My life, that I may take it again.  No one takes it away from Me, but
I lay it down by Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again. I received this commandment from my Father.” (John 10:17-
18)

LEADER: How great  is God's  goodness to us! For each of His acts  of
mercy and kindness we declare dayenu [die-YAY-new] – which means, “It
would have been sufficient.”

LEADER: If  the  LORD had  merely  rescued us,  but  had not  judged the
Egyptians.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
LEADER: If He had only destroyed their gods, but had not parted the Red
Sea.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
LEADER: If He had only drowned our enemies, but had not fed us with
manna.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
LEADER: If He had only led us through the desert, but had not given us
the  Sabbath.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
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LEADER: If He had only given us the Torah, but not the land of Israel.
   ALL: day-ye-nu! 
LEADER:  If He had given us His Torah to guide us and not planned and
built the Tabernacle.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
LEADER:   If  He  had  planned  and  built  the  Tabernacle  and  not  sent
Yeshua, the “Temple not built with hands.”
   ALL: day-ye-nu! 
LEADER:  If He had sent Yeshua, the Temple not built with hands, but not
as the Sacrifice made for all our sins.
   ALL: day-ye-nu!
LEADER:  Yeshua – He is enough!
   ALL: day-ye-nu! 

SHULCHAN ORECH 

The Shulchan Orech is not read -- these are directions 

• Leader says a prayer.  

• Break to eat the Passover Supper. 

• Everyone returns to finish reading the Haggadah. 

• The afikomen must be found (by the children) and returned to the
Leader for a reward. The reward is a symbol of the fact that Yeshua
purchased our Redemption at the price of His own life. 

(Even in a non-Messianic Seder, if the  afikomen is not found, the
Seder cannot continue! -- So when the Leader hides it, don't make it
very hard to find!) 

• Save room for the dessert -- the afikomen. 
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TZAFUN 

LEADER:  (Lifting  the  afikomen)  We  will  now  eat  the  afikomen,  the
dessert. The taste of the afikomen should linger in our mouths. It is about
the afikomen that Yeshua said "This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me."  (Luke 22:19) The Passover can not be completed
without the afikomen, nor can our redemption be complete without Yeshua,
the Bread of Life, our Messiah! 

As was Yeshua, the afikomen was broken, wrapped in a shroud, and hidden
away.  And as with Yeshua, the meekest among us sought it out and found
it.  And now it has returned to us.  Though often translated as “dessert,”
afikomen  comes from the Greek words,  epi komenos,  which means “He
came” or “He who comes.”  

ALL: Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam hamotzi lekhem min
ha'aretz,  u’hamotzi  lekhem  chaim  m’shamayim,  Adonu  v’Mosheinu
Yeshua.

 Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who brings forth
bread from the earth, and who brings forth the Bread of Life from Heaven,
our LORD and Savior Yeshua.

(All eat the Afikoman) 

BAREKH 

ALL: What will I give to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?  I will
take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the LORD.  I will pay my
vows to the LORD, yes, in the presence of all His people. (Psalm 116:12-
14) 

LEADER: Let us fill our cups for the third time this evening. 
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READER: “Likewise, [Yeshua] took the cup after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.” (Luke
22:20)

LEADER: (Lifting the cup) This is the Cup of Redemption, of which Paul
wrote, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until  He comes” (1Co. 11:26).  Just  as the covenant  at
Sinai was sealed in blood (Exo. 24:8), so too the New Covenant had to be
sealed in a blood greater than that of bulls.

READER:  

“Behold, the days come,” says the LORD, “that I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt;  which my covenant they broke,
although I was a husband to them,” says the LORD. 

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel  after  those  days,”  says  the  LORD:  “I  will  put  My
Torah in their inward parts, and in their heart will I write it;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people: and
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every
man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD’; for they shall all
know Me, from their least to their greatest, says the LORD:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember
no more.” (Jer. 31:31-34)

LEADER:  Let us now bless the Holy One and drink this cup together,
proclaiming our Lord’s sacrificial death and the New Covenant sealed in
His blood until the day when He comes on the clouds of heaven.

ALL:  Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam borey pri hagafen,
uv’rey B’rit Chadasha b’dam Yeshua HaMashiach. 
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Blesssed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the
fruit of the vine, and creates a New Covenant in the blood of Yeshua the
Messiah.

(Drink the third cup of wine.) 

ELIJAH THE PROPHET 

ALL:  Why is there an empty seat with a full cup at our Seder?

LEADER: (Lifting the extra cup for Elijah and pointing to the empty seat)
This is the seat and the cup that we have set aside for Elijah the prophet,
who the prophet Malachi promised would come before the day of final
judgment.

READER:  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
terrible day of the LORD comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
strike the earth with a curse.” (Mal. 4:5-6)

LEADER: Though Elijah himself  has not yet  come,  the  LORD did send
another to prepare the hearts of Israel for the coming of their King.

READER: Before the birth of John the Immerser, an angel of the  LORD

said, "And he will go on before the LORD, in the spirit and power of Elijah,
to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the LORD."
(Luke 1:17) 

READER: Later, Yeshua spoke of John, "And if you are willing to accept
it, he is the Elijah who was to come." (Mat. 11:14) 

READER: It was this same John who saw Yeshua and declared, "Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29) 

ALL:  Why then do we still set a seat for Elijah today?
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READER: "And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to
come." 

LEADER:  Sadly,  Israel  was not ready to accept  the word of John the
Immerser that the Promised One had come, and so the LORD did come and
strike the Land with a curse.  But just as we look forward to the Second
Coming, we look forward to a second forerunner who will again prepare
the hearts of the people for the coming King.

READER:  “I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
one thousand two hundred sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.  These are the
two olive trees and the two lampstands, standing before the  LORD of the
earth.” (Rev. 11:3-4)

LEADER:  Therefore, let us send a child to check the door to see if Elijah
has come.

(Send a child to the door to peek out and check.)
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HALLEL 

LEADER: Let us fill our cups, the Cup of Praise and give thanks to God,
who fulfilled His promise:  “I will bring you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians.”  This is a cup that Yeshua did not drink, for His praise is
not complete while He remains separated from His people Israel.  Tonight
we drink it together in anticipation of the wedding feast of our Passover
Lamb, when all the works of His hands shall truly praise the LORD.

READER:  “Now if their fall is the riches of the world, and their loss the
riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fullness?” (Rom. 11:12)

READER:  “I saw, and I heard something like a voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of
them was  ten  thousands  of  ten  thousands,  and thousands  of  thousands;
saying with a loud voice, 

ALL:  “’Worthy is the Lamb Who has been killed to receive the power,
wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing!’

READER:  “I heard every created thing which is in heaven, on the earth,
under the earth, on the sea, and everything in them, saying, 

ALL:  “’To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb be the blessing,
the honor, the glory, and the dominion, forever and ever! Amen!’”  (Rev.
5:11-13)

READER:  I heard something like the voice of a great multitude, and like
the voice of many waters, and like the voice of mighty thunders, saying, 

ALL: “Hallelujah! For the LORD our God, the Almighty, reigns! 

LEADER:  “Let us rejoice and be exceedingly glad, and let us give the
glory to Him. For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has
made herself ready.  It was given to her that she would array herself in
bright, pure, fine linen: for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the holy
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ones.” (Rev. 19:6-9) Let us drink from our final cup now with the praise of
God both spoken on our lips and demonstrated in our lives.

ALL: Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheynu Melekh ha'olam borey pri hagafen. 

Blesssed are you, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who created the
fruit of the vine. 

(Drink the fourth cup of wine.) 

LEADER: (Text is from Psalm 136) 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.
ALL: His love endures forever. 

2 Give thanks to the God of gods.
ALL: His love endures forever. 

3 Give thanks to the LORD of LORDs:
ALL: His love endures forever. 

4 To Him who alone does great wonders, 
ALL: His love endures forever. 

5 Who by His understanding made the heavens, 
ALL: His love endures forever.

6 Who spread out the earth upon the waters, 
ALL: His love endures forever.

7 Who made the great lights-- 
ALL: His love endures forever.

8 Who made the sun to govern the day,  
ALL: His love endures forever.

9 Who made the moon and stars to govern the night; 
ALL: His love endures forever.

10 To Him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt 
ALL: His love endures forever.

11 And brought Israel out from among them 
ALL: His love endures forever.

12 With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 
ALL: His love endures forever.
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13 To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder 
ALL: His love endures forever.

14 And brought Israel through the midst of it, 
ALL: His love endures forever.

15 But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea; 
ALL: His love endures forever.

16 To Him who led His people through the desert, 
ALL: His love endures forever.

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven
ALL: His love endures forever. 

Psalm 118

1  Oh give thanks to  the  LORD, for he is  good;  for his
steadfast love endures forever! 

2  Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 
3  Let the house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures

forever." 
4  Let those who fear the  LORD say,  "His steadfast love

endures forever." 

5   Out  of  my  distress  I  called  on  the  LORD;  the  LORD

answered me and set me free. 
6  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do

to me? 
7  The  LORD is on my side as my Helper; I shall look in

triumph on those who hate me. 
8  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in

man. 
9  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in

princes. 

10  All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I
cut them off! 

11  They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side;  in
the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
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12  They surrounded me like bees; they went out like a fire
among thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them
off! 

13  I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the LORD

helped me. 

14  The LORD is my strength and my song; He has become
my salvation. 

15  Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous.
The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 

16  the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of
the LORD does valiantly!" 

17  I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of
the LORD. 

18  The LORD has disciplined me severely, but He has not
given me over to death. 

19  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may
enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 

20  This is the gate of the  LORD; the righteous shall enter
through it. 

21  I thank You that You have answered me and have
become my salvation. 

22   The  stone  that  the  builders  rejected  has  become  the
cornerstone. 

23  This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24  This is the day that the  LORD has made; let us rejoice

and be glad in it. 
25  Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us

success! 

26  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the  LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

27  The  LORD is God, and He has made his light to shine
upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to
the horns of the altar! 
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28  You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; you are
my God; I will extol You. 

29  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His
steadfast love endures forever! 

NIRTZAH 

LEADER: We have now finished our Passover Seder. I encourage each
one of you to take the time to read the story of Passover in Exodus as well
as other scriptures quoted throughout this Haggadah.  

As we have removed the leaven from our table, let us remove the sin from
our lives.  As we have partaken of the pure unleavened bread, let us partake
of the pure Word of God.  As we have partaken in the cup and the blood of
the  Lamb,  let  us  rededicate  ourselves  to  His  Covenant.   As  we  have
received so great a deliverance at such a great price, let us love Him who
redeemed us with all our hearts, all our lives, and all our resources, never
turning aside from any opportunity that He gives us to bring another person
with us out of bondage.

(The Aaronic priestly blessing) 

May the LORD bless you and keep you.
May the LORD shine His countenance upon you

 and be gracious to you.
May the LORD lift his face upon you

and give you His peace. 

(Numbers 6:24-26 NJPS)

Lashanah haba'ah birushalayim!

Next year in Jerusalem!
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